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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF PUBUC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila
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NBCDO MEMORANDUM )
)

CIRCULAR NO. 0 2 l
Seriesof 201~Y:n."

SUBJECT: STRICT PRESERVATION AND
CONSERVATION OF NATIONAL
CUl ruRAL HERITAGE STRUCTURES

TO All BUILDING OFFICIALS
CITY/MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS

Sections 15 and 16, Article XIV of the 1987 Constitution mandates the State to conserve, develop,
promote and popularize the nation's historical and cultural heritage and resources. It further
provides that all the country's artistic and historic wealth constitutes the cultural treasure of the
nation and shall be under the protection of the State, which may regulate its disposition.

The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA), as the primary agency concerned in
the implementation of Republic Act No. 10066, otherwise known as the National
Cultural Heritage Act of 2009, is calling the attention of all concerned agencies, e.g. the
DPWH and DILG, among others, to strictly comply with Section 32 provision of R.A. 10066 to
consult, coordinate and work closely with the NCCA and the national cultural agencies (NCAs)
regarding any construction, renovation, retrofitting or demolition activities affecting the integrity
of historical and cultural sites and structures under its jurisdictions.

In this regard and to ensure proper protection and preservation of our cultural identity and
patrimony, all Building Officials are hereby directed to consult and coordinate with the NCCA and
other NCAs, e.g. National Museum, National Historical Commission of the Philippines, prior to any
issuance of permits/certificates for any proposed construction, renovation, retrofitting or
demolition activities of existing buildings/structures declared as cultural heritage structures or
near or adjoining any such heritage structure/s or heritage site/s in their areas of jurisdiction.

Appropriate sanctions will be taken against those who fail to comply with this directive.

For strict and immediate compliance.

~~---
MARK A. VILLAR
Secretary

23.1.3 MCDCjJAA/JVD

Departrrent of Public Works and Highways
Office of the Secretary
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